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SUBJECT: TREASON TRIAL APPEAL VERDICT HANDED DOWN 
REF: FREETOWN 2278, NOVEMBER 28, 1974 

1. APPEALS COURT APRIL 30 REEAFFIRMED CONVICTIONS AND DEATH 
SENTENCES OF 14 OUT OF 15 CIVILIAN DEPENDENTS IN TREASON TRIAL 
STEMMING FROM JULY 30, 1974, COUP ATTEMPT. CONVICTION AND SENTENCE 
OF ONE OF LESSER DEPENDENTS, ISSA JALLOH. SET ASIDE ON GROUNDS 
EVIDENCE PRESENTED WAS INSUFFICIENT TO PROVE GUILT. 

2. FINAL OUTCOME OF AFFAIRS NOW BACK IN HANDS OF GOVERNMENT FOR 
POLITICAL DECISION WHETHER PROCEED WITH EXECUTIONS OR REDUCE 
SENTENCES AS ACT OF CLEMENCY. DECISION CONSIDERED UNLIKELY PRIOR 
PRESIDENT STEVENS' RETURN FROM COMMONWEALTH MEETING IN JAMAICA 
AND MAY BE DELAYED FOR SOME TIME. GOVERNMENT APPEARS STILL 
UNCERTAIN WHETHER PROCEED WITH THIRD TRIAL OF OTHERS STILL IN 
DETENTION WHO ALLEGED HAVE BEEN ON FRINGES OF PLOT, FORNWHICH 
TESTIMONY OF TREASON TRIAL DEPENDENTS MIGHT BE CONSIDERED 
USEFUL OR NECESSARY. IN ADDITION, PRESIDENT WILL HAVE TO 

WEIGH POLIEICAL COSTS OF PROCEEDING WITH EXECUTIONS WHICH 
COULD WELL STIR DISCONTENT OJ WORSE, PARTICULARLY IN TEMNE 
ARQAS, AS NEARLYSALL CIVILIAN DEPENDENTS ARE TEMNES. EXECUTIONS 
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FOUND GUILTY OF ATTEMPTING OVERTHROW GOVERNMENT (EXCEPTION 
WAS EXECUTION OF FORMER FORCE COMMANDER BANGURA IN 1971), 

AND PREDOMINANT PERSONAL ESTIMATE OF MOST OBSERVERS WITH 
WHOM EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED MATTER IS THAT IN END EXECUTIONS 
WILL NOT BE CARRIED OUT. STEVENS' FINAL DECISION. HOWEVER, 

REMAINS TO BE LEARNED. 

SAMUELS 
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